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New Regular Members of the Korea Academy of Science and Technology from CNU
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Prof. Min Jung-joon
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Prof. Kim Jae-kook
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Prof. Kook Hyun
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Chonnam National University accom-
plished the splendid feat of producing
three regular members of the Korea Acad-
emy of Science and Technology (hereafter
the KAST), the highest academic institu-
tion in the field of science and technology.

According to the KAST, it elected
twenty-eight regular members in five
fields at the 2022 General Meeting and
three professors from CNU, including Pro-
fessor Min Jung-joon (57, Department of
Nuclear Medicine of the College of Medi-
cine), Professor Kim Jae-kook (56, Depart-

ment of Materials Science and Engineer
ing of the College of Engineering), and
Professor Kook Hyun (55, Department of
Pharmacology of the College of Medicine)
were newly included on the list. What
these three professors have in common is
that they graduated from CNU and are
leading world-class research at their alma
mater. Professor Kook was honored to be-
come a regular member of the KAST fol-
lowing his father. By university, CNU
produced the third largest number of pro-
fessors this time, following Seoul National
University (10) and Korea University (4).

The election of regular members of the
KAST is conducted through a strict three-
step screening of scientists and engi-
neers who have been active in the field of
science and technology for more than 20
years, produced leading research results,
and have significantly contributed to the
development of the field. In particular, ten
representative research papers in which
the scholar participated as the lead author
(corresponding author) will be evaluated
on the excellence and originality of their
research achievements, as well as their
academic influence and contribution in
the screening process.

Professor Min pioneered a new field of
research called molecular imaging while
working as a postdoctoral researcher at
UCLA and Stanford University. He has
been recognized as a world-renowned
scholar in this field, and he was selected
as a member of the World Molecular Im-
aging Society in recognition of his accom-
plishment of opening a new paradigm of
cancer treatment technology.

Professor Kim introduced the concept of
nanostructure in the field of secondary
battery electrode materials for the first

time in the world during his doctoral
coursework at the University of Texas at
Austin. The research results were pub-
lished in the world-renowned academic
journal, Nature (impact factor 43.070).
While working as a tenured researcher at
Argonne National Laboratory in the USA,
he developed the source technology for
NMC cathode active materials currently
used in most electric vehicles and trans-
ferred the technology to GM of the US

and LG of Korea.

Professor Kook graduated from the CNU
College of Medicine and has been playing
a leading role in the development of new
treatment methods for cardiovascular dis-
eases for nearly 30 years. In addition, Pro-
fessor Kook happens to be the son of
Kook Young-jong, an honorary professor at
the Department of Pharmacology of the
College of Medicine at CNU and an elder
member who has participated in the

KAST since its inception. Their participa-
tion in the KAST now proves to be an in-
tergenerational commitment of their
family to research.

Regular members of the KAST will par-
ticipate in projects such as science and
technology-related academic and interna-
tional exchanges in the future, as well as
play a role in making suggestions and of-
fering consulting.
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CNU Receives an A Grade in National University Development Project Evaluation
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CNU received an A, the highest grade,
in the 2022 Annual Evaluation and the
2018-2022 Comprehensive Performance
Evaluation of the National University De-
velopment Project hosted by the National
Research Foundation of Korea.

The National University Development
Project is a project of the Ministry of Edu-
cation and National Research Foundation
of Korea which supports national universi-
ties to strengthen their public roles and
lead in regional coexistence and balanced
national development as a base for educa-
tion, research, and innovation.

CNU received the highest grade of Ain
both of annual evaluation of 2022 as well
as the five-year comprehensive perform-
ance evaluation from 2018-2022, receiving
an incentive of 2.5 billion KRW. This excel-
lent result is attributed to CNU's achieve-
ment of its goal of strengthening the
public responsibility of a national univer
sity and leading regional innovation

through the establishment of a mutually
beneficial cooperation system.

CNU received high scores in recognition
of the following factors: A Development
and operation of a life cycle support pro-
gram for nurturing local future genera-
tions, such as through programs for
strengthening basic academic skills of ele-
mentary and middle school students and
mentoring classes, A Establishment of a
win-win cooperation system for local resi-
dents, such as humanities lectures and
cultural programs, and A Balanced cam-
pus development by creating an inte-
grated global campus, which reinforces
university competitiveness.

CNU President Jung Sung-taek said,
"Receiving an excellent performance eval-
uation is the result of the joint efforts of
university members and local residents
from the establishment and operation of
project plans to the dissemination and
sharing of results. We will do our best to
strengthen our competitiveness in educa-
tion and research.”’



