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Main Issue

This independent undergraduate system largely delivers com-
mon core competency education, convergence education, and
global education. The former encompasses a set of courses
encouraging students to develop wide-ranging knowledge
that will support them to succeed at university; the basic
capabilities needed to engage in academic exploration; and
critical thinking and judgment skills, which are essential in
order to prosper not only as scholars but also as citizens. Fur-
thermore, the “Veritas Courses” deliver a curriculum develop-
ing students’ core convergence competencies, which fosters
students’ self-directed learning, in particular, and encourages
them to take a convergent approach in addressing values and
problems that cross academic boundaries. Moreover, during
this program, students develop their self-awareness and lead-
ership through close interactions with students from various
majors, in which the participants build a sense of belonging
and community.

The SNU College also supports undeclared students, including
those from the College of Liberal Studies and those newly es-
tablishing which major option is the most suitable, by assisting

in their exploration of various major programs before they
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decide on a certain major to pursue. Moreover, to facilitate
the growth of this scheme, SNU is providing all undergraduate
students with improved administrative assistance in utilizing
programs such as double majors and minors, student-designed

majors, and combined majors and minors.
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CNU Selected for Physician-Scientist Training Program

CNU and Gwangju Institute of Science and Technology (GIST)
have been selected for the 2024 Global Physician-Scientist Train-
ing Program, organized by the Korea Health Industry Develop-
ment Institute (KHIDI) and the Ministry of Health & Welfare,
Republic of Korea. For one year, they will receive 1 billion KRW in
funding under the Physician-Scientist Research Ecosystem Devel-
opment Project.

The two institutions will form a “MAXIIMUM” consortium to
nurture physician-scientists specializing in medical artificial intel-
ligence and immunotherapy. They plan to operate a joint degree
program and advanced education curriculum. By combining the
strengths of CNU’s medical school and GIST, they will provide
scientific and practical medical training to early-career faculty and

residents, also offering experiences from advanced systems like
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Stanford and Harvard.

Min Jung-joon, president of CNU Hospital in Hwasun, stated,
“This project will lay the foundation for training physician-sci-
entists. We will do our best to establish a systematic education
and training system.” In addition to CNU and GIST, other se-
lected institutions include Seoul National University-KAIST and

Catholic University of Korea-POSTECH.
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CNU, GIST, KENTECH Host

Gwangju-Jeonnam Future
Regional Innovation Forum
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CNU, GIST, and Korea Institute of Energy
Technology (KENTECH) jointly held the
Gwangju-Jeonnam Future Regional Innova-
tion Forum at CNU on January 8. The forum
focused on addressing the regional extinction
crisis and finding solutions for regional coex-
istence. The three universities established a
cooperative framework to cultivate globally
competitive talent and advance region-specif-
ic industries. Over 150 participants attended,
highlighting the event's success.

The three universities signed a memorandum
of understanding to form a working group for
joint national project proposals and sustain-
able collaboration in education, research, and
industry-university cooperation. A panel dis-
cussion followed with presentations from the
Korea Research Foundation and KENTECH,
moderated by the Vice President of Research
at CNU, to discuss regional innovation strate-
gies and collaboration.

President Jung Sung-taek of CNU empha-
sized, “In order to nurture excellent scientific
talent, we will propose the future agenda for
regional innovation by establishing a new
governance for higher education in collabora-
tion with local communities and universities,”
highlighting the importance of the role of uni-

versities in the region.
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CNU Holds Farewell
Ceremony for 21st President Jung
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On January 14, CNU held the farewell cer-
emony for its 21st president, Jung Sung-
taek, at the Yongbong Hall in the university’s
main building. Approximately 400 attendees,
including faculty, staff, students, and local
dignitaries, participated in the event featur-
ing various events including a video review
of President Jung's four-year achievements,
the handing over of a commemorative
plaque, and the dedication of a white paper
took place.

During his term, President Jung contributed
to CNU's rise to the top of national anchor
universities, including achievements such as
being ranked first in financial support proj-
ects, surpassing 200 billion KRW in research
funding, and being first in educational in-
vestment and scholarships per student. Jung

also focused on innovation in education and
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research environments and strengthened
community cooperation. His efforts in devel-
oping interdisciplinary majors and providing
a balanced education enhanced the future
competitiveness of students.

In his farewell speech, President Jung stated,
“Seventy-three years ago, despite the uncer-
tainty of the future, CNU was born from the
hopes of local people for future generations.
I hope that CNU will continue to exist proudly
while fulfilling its educational responsibilities
in times of change and crisis.” President Jung,
a graduate of the CNU Medical School, led
the university from January 2021 to January

2025.
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