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and students.

In Media Lab, various creative and educational activities are
available, including workshops on how to edit videos necessary
for producing digital content. New Box and Cave on the first floor
feature media art products created by world-class artists, which
are impressive and showcase sensorily changing videos. Media
art encompasses the latest media content, incorporating culture,
art, and education.

Giant Steps is among the artworks on display and was born out
of a collaboration between Everything Universal, an internation-
al media art and design collective established in 2004, and IT
dinosaurs, such as Google and Microsoft. This artwork depicts
a giant within virtual reality traveling across the campus and ex-

ploring both hidden and well-known spaces.
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Dr. Lee Keun-bae Inaugurates as the 22nd President of CNU
“I will contribute to making CNU leap forward with the region
and to the world.”

Dr. Lee Keun-bae officially inaugurated as the 22nd President of
CNU on February 26, 2025 (Tuesday). The ceremony was held
at 2:00 PM at the university’s Minjumaru, with approximately
300 attendees, including the former president, key dignitaries,
professors, staff, and students, to celebrate the university's new
beginning.

President Lee stated, “l am delighted and grateful to have the
opportunity to serve once more at my alma mater, where | have
spent 26 years as a professor. | will go back to the founding spirit
of the university, established in 1952, and strengthen CNU even
further.” He emphasized the importance of communication and
regional cooperation, declaring, “l will position CNU as a key base
that drives regional growth and help it rise to become a globally
recognized university meeting the needs of our time.”

Dr. Lee, a graduate of CNU’s School of Medicine, served as a
professor for 26 years and held several significant positions,
including A the first elected president of the Faculty Senate, A
Chair of the Board of Trustees, A President of the National Flag-
ship University Faculty Association, and A Director of the Institute
of Biomedical Sciences. His term will run until February 2029.
Earlier in the morning, Dr. Lee attended the 73rd Spring Com-
mencement Ceremony, marking his first official engagement as
the new president. He encouraged 4,312 graduates saying, “I
hope you will lead meaningful lives in your respective fields as
you step into the world with the name of CNU.” In his inaugural
speech, President Lee added, “CNU is an institution that has
overcome numerous challenges, solved real-world problems,
and shaped future values. With pride in having paved the way
for progress alongside the university community, local residents,

and citizens, we will achieve even greater advancement.”
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Jeonbuk National University (JBNU) Moves Towards the
Future with Al

Jeonbuk National University is pioneering a new model for fu-
ture-oriented universities through Al-driven digital innovation.
Embracing the vision of becoming ‘The Best Al University,” JBNU
is implementing a comprehensive ‘Next-Generation Integrated
Information System’ with a budget of 12 billion KRW, integrating
Al across all university functions. This project encompasses
administration, academic services, portals, and mobile services,
significantly enhancing operational efficiency and information
security.

In the field of education, JBNU has introduced an Al-based
educational support system, a thesis proofreading service, and
the tailored career counseling platform called ‘JBNU Al Friend,’

meticulously supporting each student's growth. By providing
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CNU Proves its Strategic Vision and Capabilities by Being Selected for Major National Projects
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CNU has been selected for a series of key national projects led by gov-
ernment bodies such as the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises and Startups.

First, CNU has been selected for the “RISE (Regional Innovation Hub
University Support System)” project in partnership with Gwangju Met-
ropolitan City and Jeonnam Province. This project will secure a total of
91.9 billion KRW (approximately 183.91 million KRW in 2025) in national
funding over the next five years. The consortium will establish an educa-
tion and research ecosystem linked to regional specialized industries.
Additionally, CNU has been chosen for the “2025 Leading University for
Startups Program,” securing 35.74 billion KRW over five years. CNU will
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focus on Al convergence industries and create a comprehensive startup
support system, nurture tech-based startups. This initiative aims to pro-
vide a global entrepreneurial environment for the local young talent, who
are often drawn to larger cities.

Moreover, the university has been selected for the "Science and Engi-
neering Graduate Research Living Incentive Support Program," which
will provide a total of 20.13 billion KRW in 2025, Bringing the total
support to 207 hillion KRW over X amount of years. This program aims
to offer stable research conditions for graduate students in science and
engineering fields, allowing them to focus on research without financial
= burden, further enhancing CNU's research competitiveness.

In the humanities field, the Humanities Institute of CNU has been selected
for the "2025 Humanities Korea 3.0 (HK 3.0)" project, securing 4.6 billion
KRW in research funding over the next six years. The project will explore

"pluresilience," a concept describing complex resilience in times of crisis,

expanding the public and practical applications of the humanities.
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Reviving the Spirit of May 18 and A Time of Solidarity Reshared
Across Generations at the First May 18 Historic Site
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CNU successfully concluded its first large-scale week-long event com-

memorating the May 18 Gwangju Democratic Uprising. Held from May 14

to 18, this event marked the 45th anniversary of the movement, reflecting
on the historical significance of CNU's Main Gate, the first historical site
designated for May 18. The commemorative events took place across
Gwangju, with CNU serving as a focal point.

The event was divided into two sections: the period of the National De-
mocratization Movement (May 14—16) and the National Democratization
Movement period (May 14—16). Symbolic programs, including blood dona-
tion drives, sharing rice balls, and the Democracy Peace Parade, were held
to rekindle the spirit of community solidarity.

Notable cultural programs included the “5.18 Merchandise Design Con-
test” and “Mural Painting of the Day,” along with screenings of “’May’
Films” on May 14, engaging students and citizens. The faculty and students
participated in a relay blood donation, honoring memories of the sacrifices
and solidarity during the 1980 protests. The screening of "12.12: The Day"
vividly shared the intense memories of May 1980, touching everyone who
attended.
Onthesameday,CNUheldanhonorarydoctorateceremonyforRepresenta-
tiveWooWon-sikinrecognitionofhiscontributionstorestoreconstitution-
alorder,advancedemocracy,andadvocateforvulnerablegroups.PresidentlLee-
awardedthedegree.

On May 17, the "Democracy Peace Parade" marched from the university's
Main Gate to Geumnam-ro, with around 10,000 people, including students,
faculty, labor unions, civil society organizations, and local government
representatives. The event was a powerful performance, symbolizing the
university's role as the starting point of the May 1980 democratization
movement. Some participants reflected, “The cry of May has come back to
life in today’s steps.”

On the final day, May 18, alumni from the Seoul chapter of the CNU Alum-
ni Association participated in the “Democracy Trail Tour,” retracing the
historical footsteps of democracy on campus and sharing memories and

reflections across generations.
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